439.   SPEECH OX THE "BLACK ACT"

At a meeting of some leading Indians held to consider the draft Asiatic
Law Amendment Ordinance, Gandhiji explained its full implications. It shocked
them as it had shocked Gandhiji. All present then resolved to hold a public
meeting and consider and adopt measures to fight the "Black Act".

The following is Gandhijfs own reconstruction of the speech which, like
the one at the mass meeting on September 11, (vide pp. 419-22}, brings out
the importance he attached to defiance of an unjust law.

[JOHANNESBURG,
Before September 9, 1906]

This is a very serious crisis. If the Ordinance were passed and if
we acquiesced in it, it would be imitated all over South Africa- As it
seems to me, it is designed to strike at the very root of our existence in
South Africa. It is not the last step, but the first step with a view to
hound us out of the country. We are therefore responsible for the safety,
not only of the ten or fifteen thousand Indians in the Transvaal but of
the entire Indian community in South Africa. Again, if we fully under-
stand all the implications of this legislation, we shall find that India's
honour is in our keeping. For the Ordinance seeks to humiliate not only
ourselves but also the motherland. The humiliation consists in the degrada-
tion of innocent men. No one -will take it upon himself to say that we
have done anything to deserve such legislation. We are innocent, and
insult offered to a single innocent member of a nation is tantamount
to insulting the nation as a whole. It will not, therefore, do to be hasty,
impatient or angry. That cannot save us from this onslaught. But God
will come to our help, if we calmly think out and carry out in time
measures of resistance, presenting a united front and bearing; the .hardship,
which such resistance brings in its train.

M. K. Gandhi: Satyagraha in South, Africa, Chapter XI; S. Ganesan,  Madras;
1928
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